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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Remark 

This communication is responsive to the response filed on June 20, 2007. 
Claims 1-40 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 23, 29, 35, 37, and 39 have been 
considered but are moot In view of the new ground of rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 23. 29, 35, 37, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the Applicant's Admitted prior Art (AAPA) in view of Chang et 
al. (US 6016142). 

Considering claim 1 , the AAPA discloses a method of selecting special 
characters in a hand-held mobile communication terminal (see paragraphs 2-3, page 1 
of the disclosure), comprising: inputting an alphabet letter in an editing mode via a 
keypad (see paragraphs 3-4); displaying a plurality of European alphabet letters. 
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including special characters not used in the English alphabet, corresponding to the input 
alphabet letter (see paragraphs 4-6, page 2 of the original disclosure); and selecting 
one of the European alphabet letters using a numeral key on the keypad (see 
paragraph 7). 

The AAPA fails to teach a series of numbers are associated respectively with 
each of the European alphabet letters. 

Chang discloses a series of numbers (1-9) are associated respectively with each 
of the European alphabet letters. See abstract, lines 50-67. and col. 3, lines 30-65. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teaching of the AAPA to include a series of 
numbers that are associated respectively with each of the European alphabet letters 
(see fig. 3) in the same conventional manner as taught by Chang; in order to allow a 
user to select one of the characters. 

As per claim 2, the AAPA discloses checking whether the editing mode has been 
selected. See paragraph 7. 

Re claim 3, the AAPA, at paragraphs 4-6 discloses storing a set of European 
alphabet letters in a memory. 

Re claim 4, the AAPA, at paragraphs 5-6 discloses the European alphabet letter 
set includes a plurality of European alphabet letters divided into a Capital letter group 
and a small letter group. 
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As per claim 6, the AAPA discloses the displayed European alphabet 

letters appear in a pop-up window (as depicted by tables 1 and 2, at page 2 of the 
original disclosure). 

Claim 23 contains features that are analogous to the limitations recited in claim 1 ; 
it is, therefore, rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 . 

Claim 29 contains features that are analogous to the limitations recited in claim 1. 
As the limitations of claim 1 have been found anticipated by teaching of the AAPA, it is 
readily apparent that the applied prior art perfomis the underlying elements. As such, 

the limitations of claim 29 are, therefore, rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 35, The AAPA teaches most claimed features of the invention 
as set forth above for claim 1 . The AAPA, however, fails to specifically teach a user 
may select a desired European alphabet letter by pressing a key designating the 
number respectively associated with the desired European alphabet letter, and a series 
of numbers are associated respectively with each of the European alphabet letters. 

Chang discloses a series of numbers (1-9) are associated respectively with each 
of the European alphabet letters, wherein a user may select a desired European 
alphabet letter by pressing a key designating the number respectively associated with 
the desired European alphabet letter. See abstract, col. 1, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5, 
and lines 30-65, and col. 4, lines 37-44. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teaching of the AAPA to include a series of 
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numbers that are associated respectively with each of the European alphabet letters 
(see fig. 3), wherein a user may select a desired European alphabet letter by pressing a 
key designating the number respectively associated with the desired European alphabet 
letter in the same conventional manner as taught by Chang; in order to a graphical user 
interface that provides a rich character set and selection from a numeric keypad. See 
Chang's col. 2, lines 3-5. 

Considering claim 39, the AAPA discloses a method of selecting special 
characters in a hand-held mobile communication tenninal (see paragraphs 2-3, page 1 
of the disclosure), comprising: a memory configured to store a set of European alphabet 
letters (see paragraph 4); a key input unit configured to allow input of an alphabet letter 
to be converted to a European alphabet letter (see paragraphs 3-4); a controller (that is 
inherent in the mobile communication tenninal) that detemnines whether a mode 
conversion key has been activated (e.g., the mode conversion is activated when the 
user presses a key on the keypad to select a special character input mode, as 
suggested in paragraph 4); displaying a plurality of European alphabet letters, including 
special characters not used in the English alphabet, corresponding to the input alphabet 
letter on a pop-up window (see table 2) when the controller determines that the mode 
conversion key has been activated (e.g., when the toggle key is pressed to cause the 
controller to search the European alphabet letters for display, as suggested in 
paragraph 7), wherein the European alphabet letters are read from the memory and 
wherein a series of numbers are associated respectively with each of the European 
alphabet letters (see paragraphs 4-6, page 2 of the original disclosure); and selecting 
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one of the European alphabet letters using a numeral key on the keypad (see 
paragraph 7). 

The AAPA, however, fails to specifically teach a user may select a desired 
European alphabet letter by pressing a key designating the number respectively 
associated with the desired European alphabet letter, and a series of numbers are 
associated respectively with each of the European alphabet letters. 

Chang discloses a series of numbers (1-9) are associated respectively with each 
of the European alphabet letters, wherein a user may select a desired European 
alphabet letter by pressing a key designating the number respectively associated with 
the desired European alphabet letter. See abstract, col. 1, lines 50-67, col. 3, lines 1-5, 
and lines 30-65, and col. 4, lines 37-44. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teaching of the AAPA to include a series of 
numbers that are associated respectively with each of the European alphabet letters 
(see fig. 3), wherein a user may select a desired European alphabet letter by pressing a 
key designating the number respectively associated with the desired European alphabet 
letter in the same conventional manner as taught by Chang; in order to a graphical user 
interface that provides a rich character set and selection from a numeric keypad. See 
Chang's col. 2, lines 3-5. 

Claim 37 contains features that are analogous to the limitations recited in claim 
39; it is therefore rejected under the same rationale as claim 39. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 5, 7-9, 24, 30, 36, 38 and 40 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any Intervening claims, because the prior art of 
record fail to teach displaying a mode comprising a conversion key and a save key in 
the editing mode (as recited in claim 5); displaying a plurality of European alphabet 
letters, comprises: judging whether the input alphabet letter is changeable into a 
European alphabet letter; and displaying a plurality of European alphabet letters 
corresponding to the input alphabet letter if the input alphabet letter is changeable into a 
European alphabet letter (as recited in claims 9, 24 30, 36, 38, and 40). 

5. Claims 10-22, 25-28, 31-34 are allowed because the prior art fail to teach a 
method of selecting special characters in a mobile communication terminal, comprising: 
inputting an alphabet letter; determining whether a mode conversion key has been 
activated; displaying European alphabet letters, including special characters not used in 
the English alphabet, on an additional screen partiallv overlaying a screen displaying 
the input alphabet letter if it is determined that the mode conversion key has been 
activated : and selecting one of the displayed European alphabet letters. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure are as recited in the PTOL-892 form. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Sajous Wesner wliose telephone number is 571-272- 
7791. The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F 9:15-6:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 571-272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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